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West End Blues

Joe “King” Oliver

Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar, bass

West End Blues stands as one of the defining moments in American jazz. Composed by
King Oliver in 1928, it was recorded that same year by Louis Armstrong and his Hot Five, a band
that notably included Earl Hines on piano. Armstrong’s glorious intro is mandatory
memorization for any serious student of jazz trumpet. Here, I've split it between the 1%
mandolin and the guitar, since it covers such a wide compass. His scat verse, set off by clarinet,
is as tender and loving as nonsense syllables could ever be. Hines’ solo, somewhat simplified in
this arrangement and shared by all three mandolins starting at measure 43, is as perfect as they
come. The final chorus features Louis’ impossibly long high A (measure 55) and then Hines’
beautiful cascade of arpeggios. Altogether, hard to beat.



West End Blues

Mandolin 1

Joe "King" Oliver, 1926
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West End Blues

Mandolin 2

Joe "King" Oliver, 1926
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Mandolin 3
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Joe "King" Oliver, 1926
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West End Blues

Guitar
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West End Blues

Acoustic Bass

Joe "King" Oliver, 1926
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