
92. 
Third Man Theme 

Anton Karras 
Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar, bass 

 

 
 
 Anton Karras was a virtuoso zither player.  He composed the famous theme music for the 

1949 noir thriller, The Third Man, starring Orson Welles, and screenplay by Graham Greene.   

 My arrangement is strictly a novelty number, requiring finger snaps (measure 4); 

strumming the strings below the bridge (1st mandolin “tail” measure 59); rapping the top of you 

instrument with your knuckles, 2nd mandolin “rap” at measure 59); rubbing the pick sideways 

on your G-string to create a “scratch”, 3rd mandolin at measure 59 and again at 76); “muffled” 

strings (i.e. damped, at measure 94).  Other than that, it’s preKy straighdorward. 

 

  
























