
86. 
Struen’ With Some Barbecue 

Lil Hardin Armstrong 
Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar 

 

 

 
 Strukn’ With Some Barbecue was wriKen in 1927 by Lil Hardin, Louis Armstrong’s wife 

and pianist, and immediately recorded by the Hot Five.  It is a milestone of early jazz, with 

Armstrong’s breathtaking improvisa<ons.  In my arrangement, the 1st Mandolin is Armstrong’s 

trumpet, the 2nd is Johnny Dodd’s clarinet, the 3rd is Kid Ory’s trombone, and the guitar 

amalgamates Hardin’s piano and Johnny St Cyr’s banjo.  The stop chorus at measure 39, where 

Armstrong really takes off, is notable that the rhythm sec<on strictly emphasizes the backbeat, a 

precursor to what popular music started doing twenty or thirty years later.  And then, aaer 

they‘ve blown the roof off, they pull back and close with this sweet liKle ending as if it were a 

ballad. 

 

  






















