80.

Song of Mandalay
Kurt Weill & Bertolt Brecht

Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar, bass

Weill and Brecht wrote Der Song von Mandelay for their 1929 musical comedy Happy
End. My arrangement draws heavily from the 1970 recording by the Willem Breuker Kollektief,
one of the all-time great bands.

The structure of this piece is: Intro at A—B (9) — C(17) — B repeats (25) - D (33) - C
repeats (49) — B repeats again (56) — E (65) is transitional music to the key change at— F (73) a
lilting theme — G (105) solos start, swapped among the mando parts — D (137) reprise — C (153)
again — B (161) again — E (169) again, transitioning to — F (181) — and that’s it. Play it really fast.
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