
77. 
Smoke Gets In Your Eyes 

Jerome Kern 
Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar 

 

 
 

 Jerome Kern wrote Smoke Gets In Your Eyes in 1927 for a tap dance sequence in the 

Broadway musical Show Boat.  Six years later OKo Harbach put lyrics to Kern’s melody and the 

song quickly became a jazz standard, spawning dozens of recordings over several decades.  In 

1958, the PlaKers recorded their version, which went to #1 on the pop charts.  Kern’s widow 

disliked the recording so much that she threatened a lawsuit to prohibit its release, but when 

the royalty checks started arriving, she backed off. 

 

  












