
74. 
The Sheik of Araby 

Harry B. Smith, Francis Wheeler & Ted Snyder 
Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar, bass 

 

 
 

 This song was composed in 1921, a response to Rudolph Valen<no’s movie, The Sheik.  It 
quickly became a standard of New Orleans jazz and was recoded dozens of <mes.  The Beatles 

recorded it in 1962 for their unsuccessful audi<on for Decca, with George Harrison on vocals 

and Pete Best on drums.  The Kweskin Jug Band recorded it in 1968, with Maria Muldaur’s 

scaKershot chorus against Jim Kweskin’s straight delivery.  My arrangement s<cks with this.  Pick 

someone to play Maria’s part and let the rest of the band sing the melody in unison. 

 

  


















