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Popeye the Sailor 
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Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar 

 

 
 

 Popeye  started life as a syndicated comic strip character in 1929 and immediately 

became very popular.  In 1933, Paramount Pictures started producing Popeye cartoon shorts for 

screening before its feature films in theaters, and the theme song, I’m Popeye the Sailor Man, 
became ubiquitous.  In 1960, King Features commissioned a new series for television, which is 

where I encountered Popeye.  As in the original, this arrangement features a vocal chorus 

(performed by the Howitzers in unison) and a double-<me reprise including quota<ons from the 

fiddle tune, Sailor’s Hornpipe.  Somebody should play a whistle of some sort at the right 

moments. 

 
  










