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One Meatball
Lou Singer & Hy Zaret/Josh White

Scored for 4 mandolins, guitar, bass

This comedy number about a guy who can only afford a single meatball for his dinner
was written by a pair of Tin Pan Alley pros and popularized by Josh White in 1944. In this
arrangement, everybody sings in call and response on the verses — guitar and bass vs. the
mandolins —and in unison on the chorus. The piece opens with a short quotation from
Ellington’s The Mooche. Then between the verses | had a bit of fun by including quotations
from Cab Calloway’s Minnie the Moocher (measure 37), Hall of the Mountain King by Grieg
(measure 59), and Stairway to Heaven by Led Zeppelin (measure 81). And the piece ends up
with a bit from The Stripper, by David Rose, 1958 (measure 105), and a shave and a haircut
outro.
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One Meatball

Guitar Singer & Zaret
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