54.

Nihavent Longa
Trad. Turkish

Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar, bass

AND
STRING
ENSEMBLE

This is one of the most popular tunes in the Anatolian repertoire. “Nihavent” is the
name of the Turkish makam in which it is played; “Longa” is the tune form. Oudi Hrant
Kenkulian, a blind Armenian oud virtuoso who became famous in Turkey, recorded an influential
rendition which was released in the West under the title “Fortune Teller’s Dream.” That’s how |
first heard the tune, when my father, a doctor, was given an Oudi Hrant aloum by one of his
patients sometime in the early 1960s.

The structure of this tune is: intro— AA— BB — CC— BB — D (taxim) — AA — outro. In this
arrangement, | have included a solo taxim in the 15t mandolin part, which approximates what
might have been improvised by my musical guru, Alan Shavarsh Bardezbanian.



Nihavent Longa

Mandolin 1

Trad -- Turkish
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Nihavent Longa
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Trad -- Turkish
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Nihavent Longa
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Nihavent Longa

Trad -- Turkish

3rd Mandolin
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Nihavent Longa
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Nihavent Longa

Guitar

Trad -- Turkish
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Nihavent Longa

Acoustic Bass

Trad -- Turkish
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