
44. 
Lo, How A Rose 

Trad. German 
Scored for 3 mandolins 

 

 
 

 The roots of the Christmas carol Lo, How A Rose E’re Blooming are obscure, but it was 

first published in Germany in 1599.  A simple and straighdorward melody, it was harmonized in 

1609 by Michael Praetorius and remains popular to this day. The “rose” is a symbolic reference 

to the Virgin Mary.  It is scored here for three mandolins without any accompaniment, just the 

crystalline beauty of the tune.  Slow and stately.  Play it as many <mes as you like. 

 

  








