
43. 
Longa Ferahfeza 

Riad al-SonbaA 
Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar, bass 

 

 
 

 Composer and oud virtuoso Riad al-Sonba< was a major figure in Egyp<an popular music 

from the 1930s through the ‘70s.  In addi<on to wri<ng numerous hit songs, he was director of 

the orchestra that backed Umm Kulthum, by far the most popular singer in the Arab world.  

Over the course of their collabora<on, which spanned three decades, Riad composed more than 

200 songs for her.  Ferahfeza is among his most popular instrumental pieces, and is a standard 

of the Arabic musical canon. 

 This is a typical longa form.  It is in 2/4 most of the way through, with a repe<<ve teslim, 
and a contras<ng sec<on in ¾ star<ng at measure 54.  At measure 78 it goes into a taqsim, an 

improvised “break.”  Here, I have spread the solo passages among the three mandolin parts, 

with support from the other two throughout. 

 

  






















