41.

James Bond Theme

Monty Norman

Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar

With slight variations to freshen it up for each new film, Monty Norman’s James Bond
Theme has been a consistent feature in every 007 film made since 1962.

The intro consists of a repetitive “spy movie” motif in the 1%t mandolin, while the guitar
plays a guttural melody down on the low strings (an electric guitar would do well here), and the
other mandolins offer occasional low drones or X noteheads indicating imitation gunshots:
lightly fret a string high up on the fingerboard and then zip your finger down quickly, it sounds
vaguely like somebody is shooting at you. At measure 21 we shift into 12/8 and play the main
theme, which returns to 4/4 at measure 41 — and the whole thing reprises. Fun!
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