
38. 
The Inerna9onale Polka 

Pierre de Guyter 
Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar 

 

 
 

 The Internaaonale is the global anthem of communism, socialism and anarchism.  The 

lyrics were wriKen by Eugene Poi\er in 1871 following the bloody defeat of the Paris 

Commune.  He intended it to be sung to the tune of La Marseillaise, but the following year 

Pierre de Guyter wrote the tune that has become the standard.  Since interna<onal communism 

has fallen on hard <mes, that’s no reason to forget a catchy tune, so I thought we might revive 

this magnificent bit of musical heritage by making it into a party tune.  Thus, a polka. 

 

  










