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How Sweet | Roam’d

Willian Blake/the Fugs
Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar, bass

This beautiful, poignant song was written by William Blake in 1783, and put to music by
the Fugs (Tuli Kupferberg, Ed Sanders, Ken Weaver) for their first aloum in 1965. The contrast
between Blake’s surreal eighteenth century lyrics and the Fugs down-home countrified setting is
delectable.

Here’s how this arrangement is structured. Intro: a cappella vocals; A part (measure 18):
instrumental; B part (measure 37): sing verse 2 and play fills; C part (measure 57): sing verse 3
while playing backing parts; D part (measure 76): shift key A, instrumental; E part (measure 93):
sing verse 4 while playing backing parts; F part (measure 112): outro. If you can’t sing a play
two different things, assign the vocals to someone playing chords, like the guitarist or bassist.
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He show'd me lillies for my hair
and blushing roses for my brow.

He led me through his garden fair
where all his golden treasures grow.

With sweet May dews my wings were wet
and Phoebus fired my vocal rage.

He caught me in his silken net

and shut me in his golden cage.

He loves to sit and hear me sing

then laughing, sports and plays with me.
Then stretching out my golden wing

he mocks my loss of liberty.




How Sweet I Roam'd

Mandolin 1

William Blake, 1783/Fugs, 1966
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How Sweet I Roam'd

Mandolin 2

William Blake, 1783/Fugs, 1966

1/

-

17

)

26

-

14

31

)

13
I

35

1

N
o 7

y 2

4

o

ﬂc 'qc =

e

1]

i
1

46

=

[ fan Y
<

56

o

® O
P
I

64

13

-

69

“

[ an)
Y




1

o
A

How Sweet I Ro@d

IR

[F—pm—

ANIV4

78

- | I‘I

ol

2o

P
1
1

ey

r_.
|

1]
174

87

92

—

4

>

?.

.

(Y

(Y

(Y

e

a4t

o ST
P AR - Iyl

97

IN
A

1]

—
|

Y A0S 7/ |

1

1/

1/

e
]

#
P A Al

117

1]




How Sweet I Roam'd

Mandolin 3

William Blake, 1783/Fugs, 1966
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How Sweet I Roam'd
William Blake, 1783/Fugs, 1966

Acoustic Bass
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