
36. 
How Sweet I Roam’d 

Willian Blake/the Fugs 
Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar, bass 

 

      
 

 This beau<ful, poignant song was wriKen by William Blake in 1783, and put to music by 

the Fugs (Tuli Kupferberg, Ed Sanders, Ken Weaver) for their first album in 1965. The contrast 

between Blake’s surreal eighteenth century lyrics and the Fugs down-home countrified se\ng is 

delectable. 

 Here’s how this arrangement is structured.  Intro: a cappella vocals; A part (measure 18): 

instrumental; B part (measure 37): sing verse 2 and play fills; C part (measure 57): sing verse 3 

while playing backing parts; D part (measure 76): shia key A, instrumental; E part (measure 93): 

sing verse 4 while playing backing parts; F part (measure 112):  outro.  If you can’t sing a play 

two different things, assign the vocals to someone playing chords, like the guitarist or bassist. 

 

  
























