
35. 
Honky Tonk Train 

Meade Lux Lewis 
Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar 

 

 
 

 Honky Tonk Train is a piano boogie-woogie wriKen and recorded by Meade Lux Lewis in 

1927.  The recording was a flop, and Lewis gave up performance to work at a car wash.  But ten 

years later, John Hammond heard it and tracked down Lewis, convincing him to re-record the 

number.  This <me it was a giant hit, and Hammond included Lewis in his famous “Spirituals to 

Swing” concerts at Carnegie Hall the next year. 

 The lea hand plays a relentless boogie vamp throughout, while the right hand offers a 

series of melodic varia<ons.  In this arrangement, I’ve moved the melody around from one 

mandolin part to the next, just to relieve the tedium of the lea hand parts. 

  


































