34.

Home on the Range Variations
Daniel Kelley/Bau Graves

Scored for 4 mandolins

Home on the Range is among America’s best-known “folk songs.” Folklorist John Lomax
included it in his magisterial 1910 collection Cowboy Songs and Other Frontier Ballads. But it
was actually composed by Daniel Kelley in 1874, setting lyrics by his friend Brewster Higley. In
1925, another Texas composer published an arrangement as sheet music. Bing Crosby had a hit
with it in 1934, which resulted in a lawsuit from yet another claimant, who had published a
similar sounding song earlier. Regardless of pedigree, the folk process extensively worked over
this song, which has now been published and recorded in dozens of variants. | add to this
barrage with my own variations, which take the tune through its paces. | set this for four
mandolins, but the 4" mandolin part could as easily be played on the guitar.
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