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El Gallito Huapango

Trad. Mexican

Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar

A huapango is a dance, or tune associated with a dance based in son huasteco, a folk
idiom that originated in Central Mexico in the 19t" Century. The typical huasteco trio includes a
violin, some form of jarana, and a guitar, guitarron or toloche bass. In the north, nortefio bands
— often called Tex-Mex conjuntos across the border — replaced the violin with an accordion and
the guitar with a bajo sexto.

| learned this huapango — El Gallito (the rooster) — from a 1980 recording by Flaco
Jimenez on his LP, E/ Sonido de San Antonio. In Flaco’s version, the accordion is playing a fast
melody in 6/8, almost all straight triplets. In the meantime, the bajo is playing a syncopated
cross rhythm that treats the meter like 2/4, and the bass is playing quarter note arpeggios that
come off like a waltz. So you’ve got three distinct rhythms going which builds a lot of tension
and forward momentum to the piece. I've tried to represent this in the arrangement. This
should be played very fast.
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