
24. 
East St. Louis Toodle-oo/The Dream 

Duke Ellington/Jack the Bear 
Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar 

 

 
 

 The first tune of this pairing is East St. Louis Toodle-Oo, which was the first big hit for 

Duke Ellington and his Orchestra in 1927.  The guitar provides the mysterious-sounding backing 

to the mandolin’s rendi<on of Bubber Miley’s muted-trumpet, “jungle” sound.  The second tune 

was wriKen by “Jack the Bear,” allegedly Ellington’s bassist Jimmy Blanton, who tragically died at 

age 23.  I learned it from Ry Cooder’s 1978 LP, Jazz.   
  




























