
21. 
Dog Breath Varia9ons 

Frank Zappa 
Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar 

 

 

 
 This arrangement is an amalgam of the two different versions of Dog Breath presented 

on Frank Zappa and the Mothers of Inven<on LP, Uncle Meat, from 1968.  It opens with a take 

on the vocal number, Dog Breath in the Year of the Plague (“Primer mi carucha, Chevy ’39, going 

to El Monte Legion Stadium…”).  It then segues into the lyrical Dog Breath Variaaons, which 

eventually descends into atonal Zappa craziness far beyond my powers of transcrip<on.  I offer a 

slender approxima<on, but give a listen to the original, which achieves some measure of 

transcendent loveliness.  This piece has numerous meter changes, some<mes just for one 

measure, some<mes more, but it can maintain an even tempo throughout.  The X noteheads 

indicate striking a note with damped strings for a percussive sound, but the pitches s<ll maKer, 

so just a liKle pressure on the fret. 

 
 

 


















