Blue Rondo a la Turk
Dave Brubeck

Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar, bass

This 1959 composition by Dave Brubeck is mostly in 9/8 time. The 9/8 is usually broken
down 2-2-2-3, but it occasionally shifts to 3-3-3. Once you’ve got this rhythmic cycle, the main
melodic sections are relatively easy, although the notes come rather fast. When the solos start
at measure 51, Brubeck shifts to a swinging blues in 4/4, with interspersed measures of 9/8.
This takes a little work to get the transitions feeling secure. But Dave’s piano solo at measure
63, transcribed here, gets a bit gnarly. He is very free in his rhythm, and since the arrangement
spreads what he’s doing with both hands on the keyboard across three mandolins, it means all
the mandos have to get those tricky rhythms coordinated. Feel free to simplify as desired — or
forget Dave’s solo altogether and make up your own. It’s jazz.
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Acoustic Bass
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