Also Sprach Zarathustra/Captain Kangaroo

Richard Strauss/Mr Green Jeans
Scored for 3 mandolins, guitar, bass and saw

This pairing was always our opener for Howitzers performances. It is a novelty number,
combining the opening of Richard Strauss’ Also Sprach Zarathustra — better known as 2001: a
Space Odyssey — and the theme song of the 1950’s television series Captain Kangaroo.

The three note signature statement for Zarathustra we had played by musical saw (part
of the novelty). If you don’t have a sawyer handy, you could use any other instrument. Maybe
a slide whistle? or a theremin? Or you could just have one of the mandolins tremolo like hell
and do a long glissando. The bass is really needed for this, because it replaces the kettledrums
in the original.

Captain Kangaroo we played straight one time through. The second repetition we did
“chicken pickin’” playing 16" notes damped and just letting a few notes ring, like this:

s £ e T o ebe e o

==

e

xxP?i

X X XX X X X X X X
{ 1 1 ] 1 1 1 1 ! 1
1 | 1 1 1 1 1 I 1 |

1 1 ] 1
I 1 1 1

Third time we did call & response between the mandos and the rhythm section — m-m-m-R/m-
m-m-R, and the last time we replaced the Rs with a finger-in-mouth pop and a toy siren. And
the crowds went wild!
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Mandolin 2
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Mandolin 3
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Guitar
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Acoustic Bass
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Saw
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